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Course Descriptions

Some courses are not offered every semester, please check the current course schedule.



HIGH SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS

Hig





ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Credit By Choice
Credit by Choice options include Challenge Courses, Independent Studies, PE Waivers, and
Correspondence, as well as others. Students must contact the secondary counselor and complete the
Credit by Choice Application before starting the coursework.

● Challenge Course/Peer Taught Course: Student designed course that is not currently offered in the
Polaris program of studies.

● Independent Study: A student works with a teacher to develop an independent class study, either in
pursuit of interest or to meet graduation requirements.

● PE Waiver: Students can meet Physical Education requirements by participating in an orAts
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UAgcxJFthYQCsgr5pAtw1_Ol_8J6qs8p0lwE3wLQJRU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.lynda.com/portal/sip?org=library.muni.org
https://openstax.org/subjects
https://www.edx.org/
https://www.hoopladigital.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.openculture.com/freeonlinecourses
https://adl.overdrive.com/
https://muni.freegalmusic.com/homes/index
/Page/5391
/Page/5391


/cte/internships
http://www.polarisk-12.org/uploads/1/1/3/9/11394148/mural_policy.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1krRSFN7n80KYd1w2zR5xCxxm-vRvzHE5BFHayLcTxU0/edit?usp=sharing












SOCIAL STUDIES

Geography/Area Studies
Geography/Area Studies courses focus on different regions in the world on a rotating basis



SOCIAL STUDIES

Hum



SOCIAL STUDIES

Psychology, H3685
Why are people the way that they are? This class may help answer that age-old question. Psychology
is the scientific study of human behavior from early childhood through old age. This class will examine
how a person’s physical and mental states, as well as their environment, affect their personality. Topics
we will cover include developmental, perceptions, dream analysis, altered mental states, types of
psychological thought, psychological disorders, treatment, ESP and much, much more.
Grade Level: 10-12 ASD Name: Psychology I Polaris Credit: .5 Social Studies Elective

United States History, H3317
This class will continue the study of world and American history, with focus on American History.
Geography, economics, government, religion, philosophy, science/technology and humanities will all be
used to examine this period of turmoil in History and the growth of the United States as a world power.
Extensive reading, writing, research and project development will be required.
Grade Level: 9-12 ASD Name: United States �:94 �₇炀 e
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MATH
Data Analysis and Probability H1680
This course will introduce students to fundamental concepts of data collection, display, and analysis.
Students will also learn to determine what is possible and probable in various situations in addition to
simulating events to determine experimental probabilities. Working with spreadsheets will be a
fundamental part of the course. Prerequisite: Grade of “C” or better in Algebra 1.
Grades: 10-12 ASD Name: Analyzing & Displaying Data Polaris Credit: .5 Math Elective

Financial Literacy and Math Modeling H1025
During the first quarter of the course, students will study various aspects of our financial world,
including budgeting, borrowing costs, investing, and cost/benefit analyses of financial decisions.
Research will be a fundamental part of the course. For the second quarter, students will use their prior
knowledge to construct mathematical models for detailed problems and situations. This part of the
course will be project oriented for small groups of students with emphasis on interpreting and
communicating results. Prerequisite: Grade of “C” or better in Geometry.
Grades: 10-12 ASD Name: Financial Literacy Polaris Credit: .5 Math Elective

Algebra II H1377
This class includes problem solving, data analysis, use of technology, basic operations with
polynomials, solving equations and inequalities, sequences and series, relations and functions,
systems of equations in two and three variables, matrices, irrational and complex numbers through the
solution of quadratic functions and polynomial functions of higher than first degree and anfo܀s
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SCIENCE

Natural Science of Alaska, H2330
Student





SCIENCE

Materials Science Workshop, H8577
This is an inquiry based science class focused on physical properties of common materials. Students
will investigate, test, and measure the “stuff” we encounter and use on a regular basis from a scientific
and engineering point of view. Hands-on experiences will include destructive testing, using forces or
chemistry to alter properties of materials, and the creation of composite materials. Course will require
collecting, interpreting, and presenting data. Students will also be expected to create or build projects
demonstrating their developing understanding.
Grades: 9-12 ASD Name: Applied Tech and Engineering Polaris Credit: .5 Science elective

Biotechnology, H8940, H8941
Formerly known as BioTaPP (Biotechnology Training and Preparatory Program), this full-year program
is designed to introduce students to biotechnology for the 21st century, highlighting the revolution in
biology, and give students fundamental experience in biotechnological techniques used widely in
research and industry. Partnerships with BioRad, UAA, and other related companies will guide and
review the types of activities instructed to give students the most current experiences in the lab.
Fundamental lab skills training will be the focus of this class. Students will be introduced to the
foundations of biotechnology; conceptual understanding of genetic engineering; medicine; immunology;
pharmaceutical applications; bioethics and careers in biotechnology. This course will also be supported
by local and national scientists in the field of biotechnology. BioTaPP is designed for students who are
resourceful, responsible, patient and interested in understanding the cutting-edge future of science in
our lives. Payment of a Lab Fee is required at the beginning of the year; scholarships are available
through the front office. Prerequisites: Successful completion of Biology I and Algebra 1. Chemistry and
Genetics are strongly recommended.
Grades: 10-12 ASD Name: BioTapp 1, BioTapp 2 Polaris Credit: 1 Life Science

Oceanography, H2306
Students in the course will study the physical aspects and interactions with the atmosphereocean
interface including geology, chemistry, physics, meteorology and pollution of oceans. Included will be
the study of the effects of geology, geochemistry, geography and physical forces on marine organisms.
Grades: 9-12 ASD Name: Oceanography Polaris Credit: .5 Physical Science

Rev • 4.2024 19



WORLD LANGUAGES

Polaris Spanish Program: Spanish I and Spanish II are year long classes. Advanced Spanish is taught
in 6 rotating semester-long blocks (A-B-C-D-E-and F). Students who have completed the advanced
Spanish courses may continue on to AP Spanish or coursework through a university.

Spanish Exploratory (sem 1 OR sem 2)
Students are active participants in language learning experiences and begin to develop proficiency in
listening comprehension and speaking. There is some exposure to reading and writing; basic
vocabulary such as greetings, alphabet, colors and numbers, calendar, food and “survival” Spanish is
taught. This course will help students gain the ability to understand the fundamentals of language and
distinguish between Spanish and English. Introduction to the Spanish speaking cultures will allow
students to develop an appreciation for cultural diversity as well as a better understanding of their own.
Grades: 6-8 ASD Name: Exploratory Spanish

Spanish I, H4021
This course is an introduction to the language and cultures of the Spanish-speaking world. This course
trains students in the skills of listening and speaking during the first semester with almost all
assessments being speaking assessments. Writing and reading are introduced in the second semester.
Various cultural topics are introduced and songs and skits are practiced daily.
Grades: 7-12 ASD Name: Spanish I Polaris Credit: 1 Elective

Spanish II, H4031
This course continues developing skills learned in Spanish I and reinforces Spanish language skills and
cultural studies. Students will be speaking meaningfully in various tenses about a bm刀d cotoaess
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VISUAL ARTS, GRAPHIC DESIGN, & PUBLICATION

Publications: Yearbook, Journalism and Broadcasting
CAPTURE AND CREATE! Yearbook provides experience in design, preparation, production and
finance of the school yearbook, with emphasis on photography, copywriting and layout. This course
demands student responsibility in order to meet publisher’s deadlines. In addition to yearbook
production, students will explore journalism and news reporting,
’AԀnnl





BUSINESS EDUCATION & PROJECT BASED LEARNING
Community Involvement/Engagement M9077, H9960
This course is designed to promote social and emotional learning for students involved in school-based
community service while further developing their leadership and facilitation skills.
Grades: 7-12 ASD Name: Service Learning/Community Involvement Polaris Credit: .5 Elective

Introduction to Business
This class is an introduction to the field of business including topics such as management, finance,
accounting, marketing, production, computers, international business, small business, investments and
other areas of general business interest. Introduction to Business is designed to expose students to
many functions of modern business and the multitude of career fields in the areas of business. By
managing and operating the school store Journé Café, students will also learn real life job skills that
can be used on resumes. When combined with Intro to Marketing, students can meet the Economics
graduation requirement.
Grades: 9-12 ASD Name: Introduction to Business Polaris Credit: .5 Elective

Teacher Aide/Office Aide, H9090, H9200
A teacher aide works directly with an elementary or secondary teacher, or the front office to support
their classroom and work. Teacher aides look for opportunities to help, are willing to learn new
technology (ie copy machine), and must be able to work independently. If you wish to work as a teacher
aide, you mu�,fi
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